status. The need for an early warning system and the fast assessment of the type and quantity of aid commodities needed are stressed.
Six useful appendices are included, one of which lists popular staples in various countries and regions along with suitable alternatives that could be provided in times of disasters. Rapid assessment procedures for nutrition and primary health care: Anthropological approaches to improving programme effectiveness. Susan C. M. Scrimshaw and Elena Hurtado. United Nations University, Tokyo, and UCLA Latin American Center, Los Angeles. 80 pages, paper-bound. Available from the UCLA Latin American Center, Los Angeles, CA 90024, USA. Procedimientos de asesoría rápida pare programas de nutrición y atención primaria de salud: Enfoques antropológicos pare mejorar la efectividad de los programas. Spanish edition of the above, also available from the UCLA Latin American Center.
"Rapid assessment procedures" (RAP) refers to a set of procedures and guidelines which enable health workers and social scientists in fields other than anthropology to carry out rapid assessments of health-related behaviour. The procedure was developed for the UN University research programme in order to improve understanding of programme implementation, its success and problems. It has to date been used primarily for nutrition and primary health care programmes, but can be adapted to suit many other areas.
RAP is a simplified method of collecting data using anthropological techniques for assessment and evaluation. It has a specific function and is by no means a substitute for more classical anthropological approaches and surveys. It is not meant to be comprehensive but to provide a systematic way to assess specific cultural aspects and behaviour. It can be used at various community levels and with individuals, households, and other community groupings. The method is especially concerned with beliefs and perceptions regarding health, illness and its treatment, and utilization of traditional
